Patti and Art's
Grand Tour 2012




THU 07 JUN South am pton, England

"l can dothis," | told myself. "I've managed fifty-hour bus-rides; surely | can get somesleep on a
seven-hour night flight to London.” | hadn't counted on afour-year-old, two rows behind us, with
Oppositional Defiant Disorder. Okay, soin Ontario mere psychotherapists can't offer diagnoses, but
no normal child wails uncontrollably hour after hour. It made for an interesting night.

When you stagger off a plane, exhausted and jet-lagged, you redly appredate the service that
bustlesyou onto abus, carrying the bag lunch you've purchased at Marks & Spencer, and whisksyou
to Sauthampton Cruise Terminal and arendezvous with your home for the next twelve days, the
Caribbean Princess.

FRI08 JUN Southampton, England

The "technical difficulties" that delayed our departure evidently continued through the night, for
we wake up to the same cranes, parking lots, and ferry boats that we glimpsed on arriving. All during
the day the captain assures us of his concern for our safety without ever disclosing the nature of the
"technical difficulties." Meanwhilethe Australian cruisedirector extols the myriad activitiesto insure
afun-filled day. We watch "The Descendents" on the big screen in the ship'stheatre, then spend the
afternoon reading in the lounge at the top of the ship, open to the hoi polloi during the day but
reserved for Elite and Platinum guests after 5 p.m. Latein the afternoon the captain announcesthat
problems with the bilge pumps have been corrected, and shortly thereafter our massive vessel pulls
out of port.




SAT 09 JUN St. Peter Port, G uern sey Island

The Channel Islands have passed through many foreign handsin their long
history, most recently the Germans, who occupied the islands for most of World
War Il. But given asunny day | prefer to leave history aside and enjoy the Candie
Gardens surrounding the Guernsey Museum high above the city. A museum
attendant providesakeyto Victoria Tower, offering views of the island and our
ship.

The climate seems especiall y conducive to gardening, and flower boxes
bedeck both public buildings and privatg dwellings.









