
Christmas in Florida , or Everything but Snowmen 

The magic of Christmases past resides, at least in part, in having spent a lot more 

time in churches than in shopping malls.  Both my church choirs and my a cap-

pella choirs rehearsed in churches and offered multiple performances in 

churches, often by candlelight.  Iôll never forget my first Christmas as organist at 

the Anglican Cathedral in Québec:  with December 25 falling on a Saturday we 

had Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and the Sunday after Christmas on successive 

days.  In terms of sheer excess of a good thing it could be regarded as the ecclesi-

astical equivalent of the Toronto International Film Festival.  

Finding a Florida church has been a challenge.  During our first season here I vis-

ited every church in Cape Coral and Fort Myers that had a pipe organ, and even 

spent several months singing in the choir at St. Hilaryôs until the sentimentality 

of the musical repertoire finally wore me down.  The choir adored a particularly  

sappy anthem called ñIn This Very Room.ò  As Jack Nicholson said in ñAs Good 

As It Gets,ò ñI'd  be the luckiest guy alive if  that  did it for  me.ò 

This year Iôve been making the hour-long trek to Naples to hear a professional 

choir and pipe organ under the direction of John Fenster maker, previously at Na-

tional Cathedral in  Washington and Grace Cathedral in San Francisco before set-

tling in at Trinity -by-the-Cove.  Their Casavant organ was the first pipe organ in 

Collier County.  And how can you not love a church that purchased both a harpsi-

chord and a calliope? 

  



 
 

Faith Presbyterian Church seems to involve virtually its entire congregation in a 

walk-through nativity scene including Roman centurions, beggars, blind men, ar-

tisans and shopkeepers in addition to the usual shepherds, angels, and the holy 
couple. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  
 

  
 

Thereôs magic to be found outside church, too, if you keep your eyes open.  The 

Davis Art Center in Fort Myers displays twenty -one Christmas trees, creatively 

decorated by local businesses and community organizations. 



 

If Lagoon City can put on a Canada Day boat parade, Moody River isnôt far be-
hind with its Christmas golf cart parade  

 

 

 

  
 



The Edison-Ford Museum puts on a Holiday Lights display highlighting the rows 
of royal palms that Edison arranged to have planted along McGregor Boulevard. 

  
 

The Broadway Palm dinner-theatre presents ñItôs a Wonderful Lifeò as a musical. 

 

And letôs not forget the ritual of revisiting all your favorite Christmas movies. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Our condo has its own Christmas display. 



  

  
  

 

Tribute Concerts 

In days gone by a young singer might aspire to be the next Frank Sinatra.  Now it 

turns out to be a lot easier to bill yourself as a Sinatra tribute act and just croon 

the old tunes.  An astonishing number of musicians in Southwest Florida have 
taken just that route, judging by the calendar for December: 

16 Dec Bob Segar/Billy Joel/Cher/Lady Gaga Tribute  

  Elton John Tribute  

17 Dec The Beatles Big Production Show 

18 Dec The Eagles Tribute Band 

19 Dec CSN/James Taylor/Simon & Garfunkel Tribute  

  Dazzling Del Rays 

22 Dec Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin Show 

23 Dec Billy Joel Tribute  

26 Dec The Jersey Boys Tribute 


